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In reply, she wrote a severe reprimand to her son, in which she addressed him as " vous," and remarked   that   her   affection   in   future   would depend on his conduct.    In fact, as Balzac wrote hotly to  Laure,   it  was  the letter  of a mother scolding a small boy, and he was fifty years old ! Unfortunately, too, it arrived during the dejeuner, and Balzac cried out impulsively, " My mother is angry with me ! " and then was forced to read the letter to the party assembled.     It made a very bad impression, as it showed that either he was a bad son, or his mother  an  extremely difficult person to get on with.    Fate had chosen an unfavourable moment for the arrival of this missive, which,   later   on,   when   her   wrath   had   abated, Madame   de   Balzac   announced   that   she   had written  partly in jest.     Balzac had at last been allowed to write  to   St. Petersburg, to  beg the Czar's permission for his marriage with Madame Hanska, and this had been very decidedly refused. Madame Hanska was not  at this time prepared to  hand over  her  capital  to  her  daughter, and thus  to  take  the  only step, which would  have induced her Sovereign to authorise her to leave his dominions.     She therefore talked of breaking off the  engagement,   and  of sending  Balzac   to Paris, to  sell  everything  in  the  Rue  Fortunee. She was tired  of  struggling;  and in Russia she was rich, honoured, and comfortable, whereas she trembled  to   think   of the  troublous  life which awaited   her   as   Madame   Honore   de   Balzac.ou CEuvre," by Julien Lemer.
17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
